
 

Be Prepared for Spring Flooding 
 

Spring weather patterns can increase flood events – and everyone is at risk for flooding.  While many 
people believe a flood is driven by some sort of catastrophic event in a high-risk area – this is simply a myth.  
The truth is, nearly 25% of all National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) claims come from moderate-to low-
risk areas and just a few inches of water can cause tens of thousands of dollars in damage.  Another busted 
myth is most homeowners policies will cover damage caused by floods – when in actuality they don’t. 

So how can you prepare?  Flood insurance can provide peace of mind for many common flood events this 
time of the year including spring thaw, heavy rains, ice jams and flash floods.  That’s why, now is the time to 
review your current situation and consider purchasing flood insurance.  There is typically a 30-day waiting 
period on new flood policies, so don’t wait until it’s too late.   

In addition, be sure to prepare an emergency plan and conduct a thorough home inventory.  Simply 
planning and practicing flood evacuation routes and documenting your belongings should you need to file a 
claim, can significantly help provide comfort should a loss occur.  Visit ready.gov for a variety of preparation 
tips or knowyourstuff.org to get started on building your own home inventory now. 

Here’s more to know about spring flooding. 

 Spring Thaw – During the spring, frozen land prevents melting snow or rainfall from seeping into the 
ground. Each cubic foot of compacted snow contains gallons of water and once the snow melts, it can 
result in the overflow of streams, rivers and lakes in a very short period of time.  
  

 Heavy Rains – Spring storms can bring several inches of precipitation in just a few hours, and with the 
ground already saturated from snowmelt, many individuals may find themselves at a heightened risk for 
flooding due to heavy rains.  
 

 Ice Jams – Many river and lake surfaces freeze during the winter, and when the water rises, large ice 
chunks break off.  Often, these chunks can become jammed; causing a dam that consequently creates 
overflow of water upstream. 

 
 Flash Floods – A year round hazard, a flash flood is a rapid flooding of low-lying areas in less than six 

hours, which is caused by intense rainfall from a thunderstorm or several thunderstorms. Flash floods 
can also occur from the collapse of a man-made structure or ice dam. 

 
Interested in learning more?   

 
Contact a Selective agent today to discuss what type of insurance solution makes sense for you. 
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